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NETWORK FOR BATTERED WOMEN 


The following is excerpted from let- to that passed in many states which 
ters sent to Out of Control by C. forces judges to point out the relevancy 

Kaye Ferguson, a prisoner in Ari- ofa past history of abuse. However we 

zona State Prison, Tucson. = wantthatrelevancy to include all sources 
of abuse not just the latest source... 

I am a member of the Coalition of | 
Justice for Battered’ Women. Last ~~ We ‘must put an end to sexual dis- 
year I was very active in the fightto get crimination in law enforcement prac- 
a clemency bill passed for battered tices, judicial decisions and legislative 

women who killed their abusers. The actions. : 
bill the Arizona Legislature passed was 
so restrictive only three or four women 
will qualify to apply. 





Currently, I am trying to set up a Out of Control is a small group; we oe Eo 
nationwide network of imprisoned bat- can’t find lawyers for people or offer ` . ae 4 lnd and aa fied activist 
tered women, their friends and fami- financial support, but we can print in- 8 
lies: objective - a federal, retroactive formation or letters and help co-ordi- a 
law which would allow us to return to nateanetwork. Please writetousinSan P TE ae Sommers 

_ court and obtain the fair trial we were Francisco or to C. Kaye Ferguson ee 
denied. We consider ourselves politi- #60035; Arizona State Prison, Tucson; 
cal prisoners due to the prejudice we Manzanita Unit #72;1002 S. Wilmot; 
experienced from law enforcement, the PO Box 24401; Tucson, AZ 85734 
courts and the legislature. 

The National aaa for the 
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ae Ve are hoping you. can offer some»...Defense of Battered Women is ane _. 
assistance in this project. We are not excellent organization that = soit | | 
allowed to communicate directly with for many years and done a tremendous = ie. iy 
women incarcerated in other institu- amount of work. In addition to many {E de a 
tions... ; projects, the staff also publishes anews- F Fr OW Ex, Wi omen Pout 


letter, Double-Time. To subscribe or 

lamtryingtoformulateapetitionand get more information, write them at 

a form letter friends and families can ‘125 S. 9th St. Ste. 302; Philadelphia, 
circulate to send to federal legislators. PA 19107. 

This has turned out to be very difficult. 

Our goal is to get legislation... similar 
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Dear J UPFY by C. Kaye Ferguson : 


Look not upon her face.nor the rigidity-of her form. You will not see hide pain there. She has been taught from earliest childhood to 
be still She cannot display emo emotion. Thathas brou ght her more beatings than she can recall. She knows if she cries she will die. Her mother 
knew she was molested, but slapped her face for her tears and called her liar. 

Listen not to the sound of her voice. Hear her words and believe/ She is not on that chair in the witness box. Her automaton is mouthing 
the words for her as she stands aside unable to relive the pain. Her shame prevents her telling you, a stranger, what she could not admit 
to her best friend. i 

Ask her not why she did not leave. Ask the police who sit in the witness box why they were not there. Question the prosecutor harshly. 
Ask him why that man was not imprisoned when he broke her bones. Put the judge in that same uncomfortable chair. Ask why the law 
was not upheld and punishment meted out before he beat her that last time. 

Look into yourself and ask where you were when her children cowered in the corner learning how to be amother victim or father abuser. 

And when you retire to that room to cast your vote, judge her not from the comfort of your life but from the agony and terror of hers. 

Take with you what you have heard while in the juror’s box. Look at yourself and your neighbors. Face your responsibility in this tragic 
event and do your share that there be an end to lives lived as hers. 
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‘ilvia Baraldini’s Parole ampaign 
by Elizabeth Fink, Attorney at Law 


For the past seven years, since the signing of the Strasbourg 
Convention by the Italian government, the focus of the 
campaign to free Silvia Baraldini, both in Italy and the U.S., 
has been to convince the U.S. government to consent to 
Silvia’s deportation so that she can serve the remainder of 
her sentence in Italy. After the fourth refusal by the 
American government, two during the Bush presidency 
and two during the Clinton years, it is clear that this focus, 
while still viable, must be joined with a campaign to secure 
Silvia’s release on parole with the goal her immediate 
return to Italy as a free person. 

Silvia is about to enter her fifteenth year of imprisonment. 
She has been eligible for release on parole for over four 
years. In the U.S., for prisoners who were arrested before 
Nov. 1, 1987, there is an entity called the U.S. Parole 
Commission whose function is to evaluate when prisoners 
should be released under the supervision of parole officers. 


The parole commission is governed by guidelines which 


analyze the conduct for which the person is convicted and 
set a term of imprisonment to fit that conduct. In a non- 
political case, the guidelines for Silvia’s conduct are be- 
tween 40 and 52 months in prison. Silvia has now served 
over 166 months. 

Because of the political nature of Silvia’s conviction, it is 


extremely likely that the parole commission will refuse to ` 


follow its own guidelines and rule that Silvia must serve 
twenty-five ycars. Except in one case, the parole commis- 
sion has uniformly gone outside its guidelines and held all 
other political prisoners until the end of their prison terms. 


A study of the unique facts of Silvia’s case makes it clear. 


MUMIA ART SHOW COMES TO 


SF BAY AREA 


Political Prisoners from around the world have united in 
solidarity to help save the life of African American journal- 
ist, Mumia Abu Jamal who is on death row in Pennsylvania. 


The Mumia Art Show is a collection of visual and written - 


art work from over 90 political prisoners from Japan, 
Ireland, Spain, Peru, Denmark, Chile, Belgium, France, 
Germany, and the U.S. 

The show opened in December, 1994 in New York City 
and traveled around the world. It is scheduled to arrive in 
the San Francisco Bay Area in early 1997. 

Funds for Mumia’s defense are urgently needed. The art 
exhibit has proven to be a successful fund raiser but 
donations are needed to help bring this wonderful cultural 
exhibit to the Bay Area. Any amount will be appreciated. 
Please clip out the coupon and return it with a check to the 
address below. 


Enclosed is my check for: 


[_|sso - [_]$25 


Name 


[_] $10 


Other 


Address 


{ Telephone: 


Checks should be made payable to "Mumia Art Show." 

A charitable tax deduction is available for donations of $50.00 
and up; those checks should be made to "John Brown Education 
Fund" and earmarked "Mumia Art Show." 

Mail to: Mumia Art Show c/o OOC 
Box 30 

3543 - 18th Street 

San Francisco, CA 94110 





years. When first questioned by 


‘cross-examination in which the 


_ Judge Sabo allowed her to be 


that a fight to gain parole is a worthy one which we may be 
capable of winning. 

The main reason Silvia should be paroled is that her 
fourteen year imprisonment and the forty-three year sen- 
tence were imposed not because of what she did, but 
because of what she believes. The jury inher trial convicted 
her of aiding in the escape of Assata Shakur from prison in 
New Jersey and of participating in an attempted robbery 


which never actually took place. Silvia was never accused 


let alone convicted of aiding and/or participating in any act 


which resulted in injury to anyone. She was never armed and 


was arrested on a busy street.in Manhattan without incident 
and without a weapon. Clearly, if she did not hold political 
beliefs in support of national liberation struggles in the U.S. 
and worldwide, she would have peel released and living 
free long ago. 

The fight to gain release on parole is notan easy one. First, 
it is necessary to prepare for a personal appearance before 
the parole board. This preparation includes letters and 
testimonials of support from people who know Silvia, 
people who have national and international reputations 
including members of government, famous intellectuals and 
average citizens. If an unsatisfactory decision is madeby the 
parole commission, there is an appeal process within the 
commission itself. Silvia has committees in the U.S. work- 
ing on anational campaign geared to securing her release on 
parole. People in Italy are working ona similar campaign to 
secure materials in support of parole, both from the govern- 
ment and the citizens of Italy. 
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Jones Comes Clean 


On October 1, Veronica Jones testified to Judge Sabo’s 
packed courtroom that Philadelphia police coerced her into 
changing her original statement | 
and lie at Mumia’s 1982 trial. 
Ms. Jones was only recently 
located by the defense team 
after searching for her for three 


police in 1982 she said she had 
seen two men fleeing the crime 
scene after shots were fired that 
killed a police officer and in- 
jured Mumia. This false testi- 
mony helped lead to the con- 
viction of Mumia Abu Jamal. 
After two hours of intense 


prosecution failed to intimidate 
Ms. Jones into lying again, 


presented with a 1994 warrant 
from a bad check charge and 
she was arrested by Philadel- 
phia police. But Ms. Jones’ tes- 
timony is now part of the per- 
manent case record that will 
soon be heard by the PA Su- 
preme Court. They will decide whether or not to grant 
Mumia a new trial. 

Judge Sabo continues to try.and sabotage this attempt at 
gaining final justice for Mumia. Throughout the hearing he 
repeatedly told defense attorney Len Weinglass to “shut- 
up” when he objected to questions about Ms. Jones’ 
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PAROLE STRATEGY 


The Committee to Return Silvia Baraldini to Italy 
(CRSBP) needs yourhelp to make Silvia’s parole campaign 
successful. First, in order to make our effort a reality we 
need financial support. Money is needed for printing, 
postage and to help defray legal costs. Our goal is to raise 
$10,000. This is possible if 400 of you send $25 or if 500 
people send $20. Please send whatever you can. No 
amount is too small or too large. Please make checks 
payable to CRSBI, 3543 18th Street, Box 30, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94110. If you would like more information 
about Silvia’s case we have a packet available on request. 

We need letters stating your reasons personal, profes- 
sional or political for supporting Silvia’s parole effort. If 
you know others interested in writing letters we welcome 
their participation and support. Our vision is to have a 
massive show of support from diverse communities in the 
US and Italy. All letters should be addressed to Commis- 
sioner John R. Simpson, U.S. Parole Commission, 5550 
Friendship Blvd Suite 420, Chevy Chase, MD 20815, but 
mailed to Elizabeth Fink, Esq., 294 Atlantic Ave, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11201. 

Over the years many of you have sent petitions, resolu- 
tions, letters, postcards and financial support. We thank 
you. Once again, we need to commit ourselves to the fight 
for Silvia’s repatriation to her homeland and make our 


voices heard. Your heartfelt support makes a difference — 


and has been and is greatly appreciated. 
Personally, it is very important for me to 
focus on the future, to rebuild a life in my own 
country with my family, and to put to rest my 
American experience. Meeting the board with- 
out the backing of a large number of support- 
ers is futile. I write to ask all of you ( each and 
everyone of you) to B i my PRES! eg 
~ immediate deportatic ara 
thank all of you for your past and present 
solidarity not only to myself but to all political 
prisoners. Venceremos, Silvia Baraldini 


personal life. Her arrest at the hearing is just more of the 
same judicial and police 


misconduct that has 
tainted this case from the 
beginning. Judge Sabohas 
proven himself time and 
again of being incapable 
of objectivity in Mumia’s 
case. He needs to be re- 
moved from any involve- 
ment with this case and all 
capital cases. 

Please call/write/fax 
Philadelphia D.A. Lynne 
Abraham to demand that 
her office open case files 
of police and 
prosecutorial misconduct 
to the defense. Also ex- 
press your outrage at 
Veronica Jones’ arrest. 
D.A. Lynne Abraham, 
1421 Arch Street, Phila- 
delphia, PA 19102; (215) 
686-8700; (215) 686- 
8024 (fax). 

Also, fax letters to PA Court Administrator to get Sabo 
off Mumia’s case and all capital cases for good. Fax 
number is (215) 560-6315. 

Finally, the Mumia Art Show is coming to the SF Bay 
Area. For fund raising and information about this 


event see related article and coupon this page. 
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On September 9, 1971, after demands for humane treat- 


ment were ignored by prison officials, 1300 prisoners at 
New York’s Attica prison rebelled against intolerable, 
brutal and repressive conditions. 

The Attica Brothers occupied D Yard for four Aas 


_ demanding that they be treated as human beings, and 


selecting a negotiating committee to press for acceptance 


of their 33 demands for prison reform and amnesty. 


On the morning of September 13, Governor Rockefeller 
authorized a massive armed police assault into D Yard 
despite personal pleas by members of the outside Observer’ s 
Committee not to use force. Twenty nine prisoners and ten 
hostages were killed; hundreds were injured by state troop- 
ers, guards and deputy sheriffs. | < 

The state, in an attempt to deceive the public and to cover 
up its responsibility for the bloody massacre, blamed the 


_ prisoners for the deaths, declaring that the prisoners slit the 


hostages’ throats. In truth, all were killed by lethal rounds, 
00 buckshot and dum dum bullets, fired by state authorities. 

The state engaged in brutal and systematic reprisals 
against the Attica Brothers following its murderous as- 
sault. Some prisoners bled to death and others suffered 
unnecessarily because. medical care was withheld. The 


Notes From the Unrepenitentiary 


by Laura Whitehorn, an anti-imperialist political prisoner 


I’ve been thinking alot about Attica, as we pass the 25th 
anniversary of the rebellion and the massacre. Remember- 
ing how the courage of the men of D Yard transformed all 
our sorrow and anger at the assassination of George 





race and class the state normally feeds on. Remembering 
how we hoped against hope, argued against unreason that 
the brutal assault would not come. Remembering the 
demand of the brothers, spoken by L.D. Barkley, that “we 
are men, we are not beasts and we don't = to be driven 
or beaten as such.” 


Attica was arebellion against all odds - amessage written 
in blood: human dignity will not allow itself to be crushed. 


A slogan the Vietnamese used in fighting for their national 


liberation and independence - “the spirit of the people is 
greater than the man’s technology” - came alive inside the 
walls of D Yard. For almost five days a cooperative, 
peaceful, democratic society existed in D Yard, while the 
prisoners held power. The demands were so basic and the 
administrators long standing refusal to meet them so clearly 


` inhumane, that public support grew quickly around New 


York State. The police guns were held at bay for a while by 
the stark morality of the brothers’ stand. 


Jackson into energy, struggle and hope. Remembering the _ 
inspiration of seeing unity built, combatting the divisions of 


But only fora while. As ever, when confronted with a just - 


struggle of the oppressed, the government forced back 


with massive, brutal murder, killing nearly 30 prisoners and | 


ten hostage guards the prisoners had protected. And then, 
after the assault itself, L.D. Barkley and other leaders were 
murdered in cold blood, while others were tortured with 
burning cigars and savage beatings. Stripped naked, chained, 
beaten to the ground and forced to craw! through the mud 


+ 


- the brothers received the government’ s résponse to their 


demands to be treated as humans. 


In the aftermath, as the Attica brothers fought (success- 
fully) through charges of murder designed to punish them 
further for the rebellion, Attica inspired thousands of 
prisoners throughout the country to rise up and demand 
their human rights. At the same time, a movement of 
support for the brothers grew. In that period, we had two 


depth to which 


ATTICA 1996 


prisoners, including those seriously wounded, were beaten, 
stripped, made to crawl through the mud and forced to run 
a gauntlet. Some Brothers, designated as leaders, were 
tortured and held in solitary confinement. 


Fifteen months after the massacre, the state charged 62 


Attica Brothers in 42 indictments with 1300 felonies. In 
1976, Governor Hugh Carey, confronted with the Brothers’ 
court victories, public demand and the need to cover up the 
murders committed by the assault force, stopped the crimi- 
nal trials, granted pardons and commutations, admitting that 
the state’s prosecution of the Attica Brothers was one of 
New York’s darkest chapters. 

On September 131974, the surviving Attica Brothers and 
next of kin of the dead, commenced aa federal civil rights 
class action lawsuit against Rockefeller and state prison 
officials. This litigation provides an opportunity for the 
Attica Brothers to expose what really happened at Attica in 
1971 and to be compensated for their wrongful deaths and 
injuries. 

In February, 1992, 
after 17 years of liti- 
gation, a federal jury 
returned a verdict 


main slogans: 
“Attica is All of Us” 
and “Attica Means 
Fight Back.” These 


Slogans couldn't |- 


quite capture the 


Attica shook u.s. so- 
ciety, nor how the 
inspiration of that 
struggle for human 
dignity will continue 
always to light the 
path of resistance. 


I thought about “Attica Means Fight Back” last October, 


when Congress refused to adjust the racist, disproportionate 


sentences for crack as opposed to powder cocaine and 
prisoners throughout the federal system fought back. As in 
NY State in 1971, we recognized that no one on the outside 
would take up the responsibility to protest the attack on our 
human rights - we prisoners had to do it ourselves. Unlike 
NY State in 1971, there was no sympathetic public response 
to the October federal prison rebellions. 


At least two Attica Brothers, now released from prison, 
remember Attica every day by working tohelp prisoners and 
defendants trying to stay free. Akil Al-Jundi and Frank ‘Big 
Black’ Smith both work in NY on prisoners’ cases. Big 
Black is the one who said, “Wake up America - because 
nothing comes to a sleeper but a dream.” Those of us inside 
need to wake up to the need for unity - to fight racism and 
the other divisions that hurt our ability to stand together for 
our dignity. And I think we need to find a way to wake up 
all those people out there who dream that locking up more 
and more people will solve the problems of violence and 
crime - problems that come NOT from the oppressed but 
from the very nature of this capitalist system. We need to 
make them understand that what they are locking up and 
destroying is, in the end, their own humanity, their own 
souls. 


excerpted from article printed in Prison Legal News 
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against one of the prison officials responsible for all the 
brutality that came after the initial murderous assault. 
However, no damages have been imposed against the 
state because the judge has refused to schedule a damage 
trial. Instead the judge has ordered that the Attica Broth- 
ers will first have to retry the assault case in a trial 
scheduled to begin in March 1997. 

This costly and complex lawsuit continues because of 
the leadership of the Attica Brothers and the skill and 
dedication of the legal team of Elizabeth Fink, Michacl 
Deutsch, Joseph Heath, Daniel Meyers and Dennis 
Cunningham. | 


For more information contact The Law Office of E. Fink 
and Frank B.B. Smith; 294 Atlantic Ave; Brooklyn NY 
11201. For tax deductible contributions, make checks 
payable to ‘CCR/Attica’ c/o Center for Constitutional 
Rights; 666 Broadway, 7th Floor; New York NY 10012 


Inmates demonstrating their solidarity. 





Attica! Attica! Attica! 


September marked the 25th anniversary of the Attica 
state prison rebellion and massacre. The SF Bay Area 
honored the historical milestone with a rally and festival 
organized by kKNOw INJUSTICE Coalition in Dolores 
Park on September 21. It was attended by hundreds of 
people. | 

Speakers included Angela Davis; Tom Ammiano, SF 
supervisor; Lonette Robinson, Aunt of Aaron Williams 
who was killed by SFPD; Luis Talamentez commemorat- 
ing the 25th anniversary of the murder of George Jackson; 
Big Black, one of the Attica Brothers; and many more. 
More than 20 organizations were represented in this kick- 
off campaign and provided an opportunity for people to 
get involved in the movement for social justice and a 
restructuring of social priorities. 


- The day was warm and sunny and the music was upbeat 
and lively but the message came through loud and clear: 
We are dealing with a system that imprisons more people 
than any country in the world, 70% of those incarcerated 
are people of color, the Death Penalty is back and people 
are dying in record numbers. Prisons are not the solution! 
For more information about meeting times and places call 
the kNOw INJUSTCE Coalition at (415) 821-6545. 

















NO COMPASSION! NO RELEASE IN CALIFORNIA‘ 


- by Judy Greenspan 


Women Prisoners are dying in Chowchilla’s Prisons. 
Prison doctors, administrators and judges are holding up 
the compassionate release process. What can we do to fight 
for the rclease of other women who are seriously ill in the 
-infirmary at CQ WF? 

Over the past month, six women have died at both the 
Central California Women’s Facility (CCWF) and Valley 
State Prison for Women (VSPW), both prisons located in 
Chowchilla. The infirmary at CCWF is filled with seriously 
= ill women and Governor Pete Wilson just vetoed the 

. compassionate release bill for terminally ill prisoners. 

On April 4, 1995, aclass action lawsuit was filed on behalf 
of women in California’s state prisons. This lawsuit has 
uncovered a startling pattern of medical neglect and abuse 
of women who are either pregnant, have a chronic illness 
like asthma or diabetes or have a terminal illness like AIDS 
or cancer. The lawyers have been working overtime to 
bring this case to light but women are still dying. 


+ a woman dics at VSPW from kidney failure after 
repeatedly seeking medical attention for several months 


+ a woman dies of cancer at CCWF who was denied 
compassionate release by the Director of the Department 
of Corrections because she didn’t meet the “criteria.” 


+ a woman dies a painful death from AIDS-related 
complications at CCWF. She was never recommended for 
compassionate release. 


SAVE THE LIVES OF LINDA CORTEZ & PATTY 
CONTRERAS TWO WOMEN DYING OF AIDS- 
RELATED COMPLICATIONS 


Patty Contreras 

Patty is a Native American, Mexican woman who has 
spent the last ten years of her life in prison on a second 
degree murder charge. In 1994, her health deteriorated so 
badly that she was recommended for compassionate re- 
lease by the Department of Corrections. The Board of 
Prison Terms (parole board) has turned her down for early 
release three times. On September 6, she was denied parole 
even though she weighs 80 pounds and cannot walk more 
than 8 fect without severe pain. Patty has a Native Ameri- 
can community willing to care for her without cost to state 
taxpayers. Please send letters protesting Patty’s parole 
denial and asking for immediate release to: James Neilson, 
Chairman, Board of Prison Terms, 428 J Street, 6th Floor, 
Sacramento, CA 9561 4; phone: (916) 445-1539/fax: (916) 
445-5242. 


Linda Cortez 
Lindaisalsoa Native American, Latina woman from Los 
Angeles who is very ill. She nearly died about a month ago 
after suffering from AIDS-related pneumonia. The Depart- 
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Abolish the Death Penalty 


PROJECT HOPE to Abolish the Death Penalty is an 
Alabamabased non- profit organization formed by men on 
Death Row and supporters to educate the public and 
abolish capital punishment. They publish a newsletter, “On 
the Wings of Hope," and distribute it free on request. It 
contains essays, poems letters and press reprints. Editorial 
correspondence should be addressed to Brian Baldwin, Z- 
357 8D-14, Box 3700, Holman Unit, Atmore AL 36503. 
Donations and requests can be sent to Project Hope, 1 1076 
CR 267, Lanett AL 36863 | 
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ment of Corrections finally approved her compassionate 
release at the beginning of August. However, her sentencing 
judge sat on the paperwork for 2 1/2 weeks and then turned 
her compassionate release application down. Even the 
District Attorney supports her release! The caseworker at 
the prison had already arranged her hospice placement. This 
judge has not seen Linda for several years and understands 
little about AIDS or compassion. Send letters demanding 
Linda’s immediate compassionate release to: Judge Edward 
Moffat, Superior Court County of Madera, 209 W. Yosemite 
Ave., Dept. | Madera; CA 93637; phone: (209) 675-7946 
pT OTN GN VTE OL a eat A 

For more information about the California campaign for 
compassionate release contact: HIV/AIDS in Prison Project 
of Catholic Charities; 433 Jefferson Street, Oakland, CA 
94607; phone: (510) 834-5656, ext. 3150; fax: (510) 451- 
6998. 








New Newsletter 


The California Coalition for Women Prisoners 
(CCWP) publishes an excellent newsletter, The Fire Inside 
with articles about women prisoners and prison conditions 
by members of the coalition and by prisoners. To receive a 
copy write to CCWP/Legal Services for Prisoners with 
Children, 100 McAllister Street, San Francisco, CA 94102 
or call (415) 255-7036 x4. CCWP raises the public con- 
sciousness about the cruel and inhumane conditions under 
which women in prison live and advocates for positive 
changes. We promote the leadership of and give voice to 
women prisoners. 


Wanna know what's- up? 


Call 415- 
522-2937 


Women 
Political 
Prisoners 
and POWs 
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Gelabert Requests Help 


Ana Lucia Gelabert is a Cuban woman and political 
prisoner serving time in Texas. She is very active, initiating 
many hunger strikes in solidarity with other u.s. political 
prisoners and in protest of intolerable prison conditions in 
Texas. She is a jailhouse lawyer and helps many prisoners 
with her skills. Recently she wrote Out of Time for help in 
her case. Excerpts of her letter follow: 


There is a possibility the u.s. has gone mad 7 
and might release me! My habeas corpus (fed- 
eral) has been sitting in Amarillo federal court 
since April °95 (that was after TDCJ-ID and 
the Houston federal.clerk “lost” it twice,.then 
“found it” as soon as I rewrote it and had a 
friend file it in Amarillo). At any rate, on July 
1, 1996 I moved again for partial summary 
judgement on one (1) point only: Trial judge 
gave jurors two (2) sets of conflicting, irrecon- 
cilable, mutually contradictory instructions 
which should be an automatic reversal, except 
if you are Ana Lucia Gelabert. 

At any rate: writing or calling the judge or 
magistrate is “improper,” but not so calling the 
clerk: 


Deputy-in-charge: Lynn Sherman 
(806) 376-2353 
` c/o U.S. District Court 
Northern District of Texas 
Amarillo Division 
205 E. 5th St., Box F-13240 
Amarillo, TX 79189 


Case: Gelabert v. J ohnson Saale 
OOT a 
SS 2254 habeus corpus 


Please write or call Clerk Sherman and request that 
Gelabert’s motion for partial summary judgement be 
heard. This could mean a new trial for her and possible 
release. Thanks for your support. 


Norma Jean Update 


= There is possible good news to report on Norma Jean 
Croy. The state attorney general has signed a stipulation 
withdrawing his assertion that the federal anti-terrorist bill 
applies to Norm’s case. This will allow Norm’s federal 
case to go forward. In the meantime her Defense Commit- 
tee is still collecting letters to give to the parole board. 


Write letters asking, demanding, however you want to 


state it, to let Norma Jean Croy out of prison on parole. _ 


Her nexthearing will be March, 1997. Please address your 
letters to the Board of Prison Terms, but mail them to the 
Norma Jean Croy Defense Committee, Pier 5, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94111. 


They also need money for printing and postage. Each 
person who sends a letter addressed to the Board of Prison 


= Terms should try to send at least $1.00. Any extra money 


will go into Norm’s personal account. 


Pretty easy. One letter, one dollar. Not too much to ask 
to help a woman who has been in prison for EIGHTEEN 
YEARS for a crime she didn’t commit. Let’s finally get 
this innocent woman out of prison! 


